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Towards Regional Distributive Justice:

The European Union as a Case Study

David Sheindorf, The University of Haifa
dsheindorf@gmail.com

There is a wide consensus among philosophers that a just society is one in which a certain level of
distributive justice prevails. Alongside the debate concerning the objectives of a just distribution of
resource — namely, to what extent should distributions reduce inequality - questions arise with respect
to its scope: that is, whom should it include? Until recently, states were considered as the only
political entities with the institutional capacities to distribute resources among large populations,
usually their citizens. Intra-state distributions have also been held to be normatively just, because
states are considered to be the political realization of the right of nations to self-determination. But the
political, cultural and economic implications of globalization have reduced states' capacities to
implement far-reaching social and economic policies. The most significant effects of globalization
include denationalization processes that strengthen transnational corporations, intensify cross-border
monetary transfers and create a lively cosmopolitan civil society. One result has been the proliferation
of approaches to distributive justice that go beyond the state. For example, adherents of the
cosmopolitan approach believe that distributive schemes should cross state borders and should
consider the individual as the only legitimate recipient of resources.

The EU serves here as a case study for a supranational implementation of distributive justice. |
claim that an EU social policy aims at providing institutional support to European citizens who are
threatened by a possible 'race to the bottom' — a globalization related phenomena in which industrial
migration, bolstered by a global free market rationale, reduces the level of social protection in the
state and, consequently, weakens its fortified welfare bastion. By choosing to provide for a just and
efficient redistribution of resources, EU institutions would distribute resources among individuals
who hold EU citizenship, thus providing almost half a billion people with significant social rights.
Such a distribution would exceed the scope of state - centered distributions, but will fall short of a
global distribution. Although securing the basic social rights of its citizens could contribute to the
well-being of Europeans, a European supranational distribution policy would not dramatically reduce
inequality within EU borders. Supranational distributions in Europe would help to improve the
opportunity of millions of Europeans to successfully compete in the common market and would
eventually contribute to a rise in living standards among EU citizens. Nevertheless, domestic
constituents and elected member state governments would be allowed the scope to further extend

social rights to their citizens, in line with their strongly-expressed request to this effect.
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Measurement Equivalence in Cross-National Surveys: The Neglected

Invariance Analyses in Political Science Studies

Gal Ariely and Eldad Davidov, University of Haifa
gariely@poli.haifa.ac.i/

Measurement invariance is widely used for equivalence of measurement in some disciplines
that draw on cross-national surveys. Guaranteeing that the measurement of relevant constructs
is invariant is a central concern when applying an instrument in different countries. If
invariance is not tested, it is difficult to interpret and compare results across countries.
However, political science scholars have often ignored the issue. This paper emphasizes the
importance of measurement invariance when using cross-national surveys for comparative
studies. We review the use of cross-national surveys in political science and evaluate the
various strategies that have been proposed in the literature to address the challenge of
establishing equivalence. We illustrate the way to utilize measurement invariance using multi-
group confirmatory factor analysis and clarify under what conditions both meaningful
comparisons of construct means and relationships between constructs are possible. Using data
from the 2005 World Value Survey (WVS) an empirical application dealing with attitudes

toward democracy is provided to illustrate the procedure.
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Mixed methods for measuring mechanisms in the social sciences: recent
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This study employs social movement theory in a comparison of the trajectories of mobilization
taken by two minority nationalist movements, the Quebecois collective in Canada and the
Arab citizens of Israel. It seeks to identify how the dominant mechanisms of mobilization
operated and interacted within each trajectory of contention, and the effect produced through
their combination. The mechanism-process research program (Tilly and Tarrow: 2006)
provides the methodological tools for this study, pinpointing the mechanisms propelling
mobilization, and the processes formed through their aggregate combination and sequencing.
This methodological approach is tailored for comparison, allowing the researcher to trace
similarities in strategies of mobilization at the meso level, while exploring how they produced
differences in the macro trajectory of mobilization.

Utilizing a causal mechanisms approach “requires us to identify a list of causal links between
the two variables,” links which translate into a set of casual mechanisms that through their
combination explain the historical trajectories of the two cases (Verba, King, Keohane: 1986).
Substantiating the existence of these two sets of causal mechanisms and their relative weight
across the two cases, involves “developing crisp criteria to detect their presence of absence”,
namely, devising a system for their measurement (Tilly, Tarrow, McAdams: 2007). Recently,
several techniques have been advanced for measuring mechanisms (Tarrow, Tilly, McAdams:

2007; Lichbach: 2005; Laitin: 2003). This study is designed to trace the existence of causal
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mechanisms through combining qualitative and quantitative data, namely, utilizing statistical
correlation (Lichbach: 2005). Mechanisms are often described as ‘combining’ or inculcating,
but a study that focuses on examining the specific weight and scope of similar mechanisms
across cases will involve innovation, ideally contributing to the growing field of research that

seeks to professionalize the study of mechanisms in the social sciences (Fearon, Laitin: 2003).
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Qualitative and Comparative Scientific Inquiry of Social Non-Linear
Dynamics: The Neoclassical realism and the Search for Strange Attractors.
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earthfederationcitizen@yahoo.com

Social dynamics are in essence ideational dynamics. In different times, different ideas rise and
promote certain practices, and in other times other ideas rise and different practices manifest.
Therefore, the neo-classical realist argument of materialistic systemic constraints that
functions as selector mechanisms in ongoing ideational competitions seems to suggest the
most appropriate perspective for advance social inquiry that chaos and not Newton is its
inspiration.

The Newtonian notion is unable to deal with interactions among more than two components.
Social phenomena are by essence have more than two elements that interact. Therefore we
cannot scientifically study social behavior like we study stones or sticks. Recent attempts to
achieve a scientific inspiration from advance science like quantum theory represent this very
same understanding of the poor epistemological basis of social sciences. Still, it’s the wrong
path.

Quantum theory deals with the elementary particles and the forces that operate upon them.
Social scientists cannot by definition use quantum theory as an inspiring picture of the
macroscopic reality, in which there is no one object that can be at more than one place at the
same time. Never the less, in the macroscopic physics, that it alone can give social scientists a
scientific inspiration (know it or not), there is more than Newton alone. There is also the
chaos.

Since every interaction among more than two components produce non-linear dynamic, social
scientists should identify the dynamic in research first as a constant ideational competition,
and then suggest small number of material variables that determined the direction of the
dynamic and its level of intense. Quantitative researches should use not just the terms of chaos
and its basic vision of reality, but also the methodology of complexity as well. Qualitative and
comparative studies of social phenomena cannot use complexity as method but can and should
use chaos as the epistemological inspiration.

Pure materialistic conditions which cannot be social constructed can be described as Strange
Attractors which operate in social ideational dynamics. The competing ideas attract to the fit
materialistic conditions based on cost-benefit calculations of its manifestation in a non-self
repeating course which represent self-similarity over scales. Search for two or three mutually
exclusive pure materialistic conditions, which their interaction produce different environments
that promote different sets of ideas, can lead to the production of a good social and scientific
theory of complex reality.

This argument will be developed on the basis of the theory of offensive liberalism in which
power and threat are systemic selectors in the constant ideational competition about U.S.
foreign policy, and the technological framework which suggests technological environments
as systemic selectors in the constant ideational competition between ideas of preserve and
ideas of change.
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From Warrior to "Mama's Boy"?

The Media Image of the Israeli Soldier

Zipi Israeli Elisheva and Rosman-Stollman, University of Texas at Austin and Ashkelon
Academic College, Israel; Ariel University Center of Samaria and Bar-Ilan University, Israel

elisheva@austin.utexas.edu; isracez@mail.biu.ac.il, zipiisr@yahoo.com

Israel's constant security concerns have a profound effect on Israeli society. One manifestation
of this is the central role the security forces play in Israeli public life and public discourse. The
Israel Defense Forces (IDF) and service within its ranks have become key symbols of
citizenship. Additionally, both the IDF and its soldiers are a source of national pride and are
laden with symbolism for Israelis.

The image of the Israeli soldier himself has transmuted over time. This is particularly
true when examining the shift this image has undergone in the local Israeli media. Since the
media reflects social changes, the development of the image of the Israeli soldier in the Israeli
media, may be indicative of wider transformations.

As key communication theories point out, the media is unable to reflect a mirror-image

of reality; every event depicted is in fact made up of many Rashomon-esque points of view.
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Consequently, as it portrays an event, the media re-classifies and reconstructs it. The media
actually manufactures images and meanings and creates reality.

In order to examine the change in the portrayal of Israeli soldiers in the local media
over time, we selected key events starting with the First Lebanon War (1982) through the first
Intifada (1987), the El-Aksa Intifada (2000), the Second Lebanon War (2006), and
culminating with Operation Cast Lead (2008-9).

These focal points all involved violence and confrontation with an enemy. Analyzing
these incidents over time allowed us an in-depth study of the changes in the image the media
projected.

It seems that while in the past, the Israeli media portrayed Israeli soldiers as warriors,
beginning in the 1990s they are seen first and foremost as sons; children of worried mothers.
During the First Lebanon War (1980s), the Israeli soldier was identified chiefly as a tough,
masculine figure. At most, on a more personal level, he was seen as a husband and a father. In
the 1990s, we find a gradual transformation from husband and father to a more vulnerable
image of son, specifically his mother's "boy". It is possible this change was a result of the
developing peace process during these years and the feeling in the Israeli public that war was
becoming a thing of the past. However, during the first decade of the 21* century, the framing
of the Israeli soldier in local media became more complex, with images of both warrior and
son used interchangeably, depending on the situation at hand.

Over the period covered in our study, Israelis — following similar global trends - have
become more individualistic, moving from aspiring to collective ideals and values to the
fulfillment of personal goals. This change has affected all aspects of life in Israel, including
security issues. As of the 1990s, parents have become more involved in the military service of
their children, taking an active interest in the wellbeing of their children while in uniform and
even voicing complaints. Although similar global changes began much earlier, in Israel this
tendency is relatively new and would not have constituted acceptable behavior in the past. In
this respect, the Israeli media reflected broader Israeli societal transitions. Conversely, it is
probable that the media contributes to this phenomenon.

However, if one thought this trend would gain momentum and culminate in an
unequivocally individualistic ideology becoming dominant in Israel, the most recent round of
violence has proved the picture is far more complex. Our preliminary findings indicate that
both images of the soldier still appear in the media and are linked to the specific aspect of the
conflict that is the focus at the time. Whether or not the Israeli public views a violent

occurrence as justified or unjustified influences the framing of IDF soldiers in the media.
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When the public perceives a situation as nationally threatening, the more traditional image
prevails, while the image of the soldier as a son is more common when the sense of physical
danger is not as acute.

Our research focuses on the framing of the image of the Israeli soldier in local Hebrew
newspapers during the period mentioned and how this image was constructed. Using
theoretical literature from the fields of communications and military-media relations, we
examined two major Israeli news publications: Yedioth Ahronoth (considered a popular
newspaper) and Ha'aretz (representing an elite newspaper). Methodology included content
analysis and data analysis, with content analysis serving as the basis for our research and data

analysis supporting claims and substantiating our hypothesis.
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Soft/Institutional Balancing in Various International Systems
Nadav Kedem, The University of Haifa

nkedem@gmail.com

A new term was introduced to IR in recent years: soft balancing, i.e. restraining the hegemon
by non-military means. Though even the staunchest critics agree that restraining attempts of
the hegemon in a unipolar system do exist, they have severe methodological criticism of the
current theoritization of the term.

Scholars have attributed soft balancing only to unipolarity. This paper will challenge this
assertion. Moreover, identifying soft balancing as relevant to various international systems is
highly useful to face the major criticism soft balancing has encountered: its lack of clear
definable borders. Moreover, it enables us to analyze modern policy towards the US based on
a broad historical perspective. Since the current unipolar era is relatively young, arguably
diminishing into a multipolar world, we have very few cases to study. Thus, it is hard to
discern which characteristics re-occur in all relevant cases, (i.e. essential to the definition), and
which are unique to specific cases. This paper argues that restraining through institutional and
normative measures is the most common non-military form of balancing, on which research
should focus in order to re-define soft balancing.

I will show that the prominent historian Schroeder has already identified two types of policy:
pacts of restraint and transcending. Those policies are essentially very similar to the new
proposed version of institutional soft balancing. Schroeder has already identified numerous
cases that serve as a base for the proposed article’s empirical section.

This paper will review various cases that occurred during the 19’th century multipolar system
(such as The Greek War of Independence), the bipolar system of the Cold War (such as the
breakdown of The Bretton Woods system), and the current unipolar system (such as the Iraq
War). Based on the above mentioned review, the paper will offer a new focused definition to

soft balancing.
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Moreover, the proposed historical perspective will enable me to present an improved
theoretical framework for soft balancing. Contemporary scholars found soft balancing to be a
linear response to increasing levels of threat by the hegemon. This paper will challenge this
assertion.

Thus, I propose an alternative theoretical framework that combines three independent
variables: the threat level (by the stronger actor), the rewards promised by the stronger player
in return for cooperation, and the importance ascribed by the stronger actor to possible

institutional/normative “hinge” that can be used for institutional balancing.
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Between Threats and States: Remodeling Security in IR
Moran M. Mandelbaum, Division of IR, University of Haifa, Israel
moranm@poli.haifa.ac.il ; moran102@bezeqint.net

This paper seeks to explain variations between and within regions in types and levels of
security. Thus, three questions are presented: a) what are the key types of security in the
international realm? b) who/what are the main referent-objects of security? And c¢) how could
we better account for variation in types of security over time and space?

This paper presents a fourfold typological theory of spheres (types) of security: Human
Security, Factional Security, Traditional Security and Co-operative Security. Each sphere
includes a particular referent, key values/aspirations, and a different security arrangement. The
explanation for the variation in spheres of security is what I call the state-threat ratio, which is
the convergence of two major variables — the balance of military threats and state strength.
Hence, changes in the values on the independent variables — high/low threat(s) and
strong/weak state — would better explain the variation on the dependent variable — the four
spheres of security. The logic is simple: the stronger states are, and the lower their threat
environment, the higher the level of security and, consequently, the cooperative relations
between states become. Because in many cases states are weak and threats are present,
however, different levels of security are presented. These include differing agents, identities
and practices of security. The argument is briefly illustrated through two cases, and by
combining the comparative with the within-case analysis technique: Post-WWI Europe and the

Balkans since the late 1980s.
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